4H             THE ROMANCE OF EMPIRE

CHAPTER LXII
THE JAMESON RAID

IT has already been explained that the population of Johannes-
burg, the city of the Rand, was mainly composed of British
mine-owners, speculators, diggers, and others employed in the
gold-mining industry.   These men had no political status in the
Transvaal, and their demands for the right of voting in the
legislative elections were steadily refused by President Kruger
and his colleagues. . To obtain the franchise fourteen years'
residence in the Republic and other arbitrary conditions were
required from any alien, so that it was practically impossible
for the British  residents to have any voice in their own
local government.   Many other causes of complaint existed
against the authorities of the Transvaal*   It was asserted by
the miners that they had found the country in a condition
bordering on bankruptcy, and had raised it to a position of
great wealth, yet they had no voice in the public expenditure,
and their needs were completely neglected.   Owing to onerous
duties, the  heavy expenses of  railway transport, and the
monopoly of dynamite used for blasting purposes, the expense
of the mining operations was excessive.   It was alleged also
that there was much corruption existing among the Boer
officials; that no -Englishman or other alien in the republic was
sure of getting justice in the courts of kw> as only Boers served
op the juries, and were notoriously, prejudiced against all
foreigners; and that there was inadequate protection to the
lives and properties of the British residents in the_ Transvaal*
Some of these charges were undoubtedly exaggerated^but there
was a fair element of truth in them, and great exasperation was
caused by the dogged refusal of President Kruger to grant
: numerous petitions for the redress of these grievances.     _   .
" :v;;At last, finding that peaceful protests were without avail, the
\- leaders of the Rand put on, foot a plot for a protest of a more